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First ‘wave’ of vaccination

to cover 30 crore Indians
Broad blueprint ready: VijayRaghavan

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
NEW DELHI
About 30 crore people will
be part of the first “wave” to
get the COVID-19 vaccine in
India. They consist of health
care workers, police person-
nel, those above 50 and
those younger with underly-
ing illnesses that make them
vulnerable, said Principal
Scientific Adviser K. Vijay-
Raghavan.

He was speaking at a
meeting organised by the
Science Ministry and the

P1

Confederation of Indian In-
dustry on Thursday. Mr. Vi-
jayRaghavan said the na-
tional vaccine committee,
headed by V.K. Paul, had fi-
nalised a broad blueprint.
He said from “March to
May”, vaccines were likely
to be available in significant
numbers and would be pro-
gressively rolled out over
the years using the national
immunisation programme.

CONTINUED ON » PAGE B
PM TO VISIT SlI » PAGE 10




Karnataka has seen seven lineages of SARS-CoV-2: Expert

AFSHAN YASMEEN
BENGALURU
Although SARS-CoV-2is a ge-
netically stable virus com-
pared to other flu viruses, it
has seen smaller changes
within the genetic composi-
tion in the last eight months,
said V. Ravi, Senior Professor
and Head of the Department
of  Neurovirology at
NIMHANS.

Dr. Ravi, who will retire
this month, told The Hindu
that when the parent strain

of SARS-CoV-2 in Wuhan,
China, is compared to the vi-
rus, now there is no great de-
gree of change.

“The current virus is near-
ly 98% similar to the Wuhan
virus. But we have noticed
some geographical lineages
and Karnataka has had seven
such lineages from the U.S.,
Europe, Dubai, Iran, China,
Indonesia/Malaysia, and Ita-
ly,” he said.

Pointing out that these li-
neages came directly into

Karnataka from other coun-
tries or through other States,
the virologist, who is also a
member of the State’s CO-
VID-19 Technical Advisory
Committee (TAC), said it was
genetically established that
the Nanjangud cluster was
very similar to the European
lineage.

“Although the source of
infection in Nanjangud has
not been detected, visitors
from an European country
had visited the plant in mid-

February,” he said. “Howey-
er, the index case in Nanjan-
gud cluster — an employee of
a pharmaceutical company
— was detected positive in
mid-March. We are unable to
establish a link between the
European visitors in mid-Fe-
bruary and the index case in
mid-March,” he explained.
The evidence for linkage
to the European lineage has
been established by genetic
sequencing. Therefore,
there must have been some-

one who got infected bet-
ween mid-February and mid-
March, Dr. Ravi said.

“We observed that the In-
donesian/Malaysian lineage
was predominant among
those who attended the Ta-
blighi Jamat religious congre-
gation in Delhi,” he added.
The other lineages can be
traced to foreign returnees
from these countries, Dr. Ra-
vi added.

RELATED REPORT » PAGES
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Temperature drops as steady
drizzle keeps Bengaluru wet

Some parts in south-interior Karnataka also receive rainfall

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
BENGALURL

People of Bengaluru woke
up to a cloudy morning on
Thursday, thanks to the im-
pact of Cyclone Nivar. A stea-
dy and light drizzle, accom-
panied by winds, brought
down the temperature.

3 degrees Celsius drop
According to the India Mete-
orological Department
(IMD), the maximum tem-
perature on Wednesday was
23.8 degrees Celsius, which
is a three degree drop from
normal temperature. The
minimum temperature of
19.6 degrees Celsius, howey-
er, registered a three degree
increase from normal tem-
perature.

C.5. Patil, Director
(Weather Forecast), IMD,
Bengaluru, attributed the

drop in temperature to over-
cast skies and winds.

Over the last 24 hours
(between 8.30 p.m. on Wed-
nesday to 8.30 a.m. Thurs-
day), the city received just
1.8 mm rains. By evening,
some parts of the city re-
ceived moderate rainfall. By
5.30 p.m., city had received
6.5 mm rains, while HAL
(Old Airport) had received
13.8 mm and KIA had re-
ceived 14.4 mm.

Mr. Patil said that south-
interior districts, including
Bengaluru Urban and Rural,
Kolar, Tumakuru, Chickbal-
lapur, Mandya and Rama-
nagaram, received isolated
heavy rainfall on Thursday.
The wet weather conditions
are likely to continue till
Sunday.

According to data from
the Karnataka State Natural
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Disaster Monitoring Centre,
Kolar and Chickballapur re-
ceived more rains. While Ko-
lar recorded 44.38 mm,
Chickballapur  recorded
27.32 mm rainfall.

He added that cvclonic
storm Nivar would continue
to move north-westwards
and weaken into a deep de-
pression over the next six
hours. *Under the influence
of this system, south-interior
Karnataka is very likely to
experience light to moder-
ate scattered rainfall on Fri-
day, and isolated rainfall on
Saturday and Sunday.

No complaints were re-
ceived by the Bruhat Benga-
luru Mahanagara Palike's va-
rious control rooms, Control
room personnel told The
Hindu that all staff were on
alert to artend to untoward
incident, if any.



Another survey of manual scavengers

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
BENGALURU

The BBMP will be taking up
a re-survey of manual sca-
vengers in five zones of the
city. As per a survey con-
ducted in May 2013, follow-
ing directions from the
Centre and the State govern-
ment, 201 manual scaven-
gers were identified. Com-
pensation of 340,000 from
the Centre had been given to
71 people.

Documents had been col-
lected from the remaining
130 manual scavengers and

submitted to the Centre for
compensation.

Another survey was taken
up in Rajarajeshwarinagar,
Mahadevapura, South, West
and East zones where 1,139
manual scavengers were
identified.

Chairing a meeting on
Thursday, BBMP Commis-
sioner N. Manjunath Prasad
directed the zonal joint com-
missioners to conduct
another survey with a focus
on outer zones where work
on the underground drain-
age is yet to be completed.
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City picked
for global
programme

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
BENGALURU

Bengaluru is among four
cities in the country select-
ed by the World Economic
Forum, a Geneva-based
not-for-profit organisation,
to pioneer a new global
policy roadmap for smart
cities developed by the
G20 GlobalSmart Cities Al-
liance.

The other Indian cities
selected for the pro-
gramme are Faridabad,
Hyderabad and Indore.

Confirming the develop-
ment, Bruhat Bengaluru-
Mahanagara Palike (BBMP)
Commissioner N. Manju-
nath Prasad said,
“Through the programme,
we will be able to share
best practices on a wide
range of issues the world is
facing, such as data privacy
and data protection.”
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According to a commu-
nique, though manual sca-
venging has been prohibit-
ed, it exists in parts of the
city. As per the laws of the
land, employment of any
person for manual scaveng-
ing is prohibited and a pun-
ishable offence. There are
many machines that could
be used to clean the under-
ground drainage and pits.

Manual scavengers
should be identified and reh-
abilitated to take up alter-
nate jobs, officials were in-
structed.



Metro services to Anjanapura
to start in mid-December

[t will help residents living on either side of Kanakapura Road and NICE road

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
BENGALURU

The much-awaited commer-
cial operations from Yela-
chenhalli to Anjanapura on
the extended Green Line of
Namma Metro are likely to
start next month.

Ajay Seth, Managing Di-
rector of Bangalore Metro
Rail Corporation Limited
(BMRCL), told The Hindu
that the line will be opened
to the public in
mid-December.

A few days ago, the Com-
missioner of Railway Safety
(southern circle) Abhai Ku-
mar Rai had issued a sanc-
tion letter for introduction of
commercial operations with
riders. The BMRCL is com-
plying with the directions of

Residents

;all::-ng the line have demanded that BMRCL and

BBMP ensure easy access to metro stations. =k. muraLl KuMAR

the Commissioner on pas-
senger safety, electrical and
signalling.

“The CRS has given some
tasks and BMRCL will finish
them in 15 days,” said Mr.
Seth.

The 6-km line with five

stations will help residents
living on either side of Kana-
kapura Road and NICE road.
Residents have demanded
that BMRCL and BBMP en-
sure easy access to metro
stations and robust last-mile
connectivity prior to com-

missioning the line.

The corporation had set
several deadlines for open-
ing the line, but missed them
due to various hurdles, in-
cluding COVID-19 and la-
bourers returning to their
hometowns during the lock-
down. Last year, the BMRCL
had announced that the line
would be opened by August,
but then extended the dea-
dline. Under Phase II of the
Namma Metro project, the
extended Green Line on Ka-
nakapura Road is the first
reach to be opened for com-
mercial operations.

When asked about wheth-
er the BMRCL has any pro-
posal to revise fares while
opening the new line, Mr
Seth said, “ Not at this stage.”
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Tmpractical to vaccinate all in a short span’

We hope there will be herd immunity by the time the priority group is catered to: Virologist

AFSHAN YASMEEN
BENGALURL

Although vaccination is the
most attractive strategy, it is
impractical to administer it
to every citizen in India in a
short time, said V. Ravi, se-
mior professor and head of
the Department of Neurovi-
rology at NIMHANS.

“We need to prioritise and
we hope there will be herd
immunity by the time the
priority group is catered to,”
said Dr. Raviin an interaction
with The Hindu. The doctor,
often referred to as “Virus
Ravi”, is set to retire this
month.

Dr. Ravi, who launched
the State’s first virology lab in
1985, has been tasked with
the responsibility by the In-
dian Council of Medical Re-
search (ICMR) of mentoring
all the private and govern-
ment laboratories across
Karnataka to establish CO-
VID-19 RT-PCR testing facili-
ty. He was key in developing

In my opinion, while
vaccination is
essential,
strengthening public
health infrastructure
so that we do not
have to scramble
during a crisis is
most important.

V. RAVI,

Head of the Department of
Neurovirology at NIMHANS

C

164 (58 govt. and 106 private)
ICMR-approved laboratories
in less than six months.

Dr. Ravi, who is also a
member of the State’s CO-
VID-19 Technical Advisory
Committee, said: “In my opi-

nion, while vaccination is es-
sential, strengthening public
health infrastructure so that
we do not have to scramble
during a crisis is most impor-
tant. Having said that, vac-
cines should be made availa-
ble to everyone; whether the
government provides it or
people buy it is immaterial.”
Pointing out that health-
care workers are the priority
group all over the globe, Dr.
Ravi said: “As most studies
show that the elderly and
those with comorbidities are
the most vulnerable, they
will be the next priority
groups followed by pregnant
women. By the time these
groups are vaccinated, we
may get herd immunity.”

Basal health intelligence

“Throughout my 35 year ca-
reer as a virologist, I have
seen that as a country we are
capable of managing out-
breaks. But, in between cris-
es we do not have a good in-
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ter-epidemic  surveillance
plan. We should have a basal
level of health intelligence so
that the next time a pandem-
ic hits, our response is
quick,” said Dr. Ravi.

“A continuous structured
surveillance system should
be in place and we should
watch out for emerging and
re-emerging pathogens. We
should collect samples of
seasonal ailments and test
them for all known bugs. If a
majority of the samples test
negative, then it means a
new pathogen is on the
prowl and we should imme-
diately become alert,” he
explained.

‘Way forward

Asserting that allocation for
healthcare has to go up both
at the national and State le-
vel, Dr. Ravi said: “COVID-19
has given us a lot of lessons.
Over 40% of our district hos-
pitals did not have ICU facili-
ties and 60% had no piped

oxygen supply apart from
lack of trained staff. We had
one or two virology labs in
February. But now, we are
well-equipped and we
should use the existing facili-
ties for structured surveil-
lance of febrile, haemorrhag-
ic and respiratory illnesses
apart from encephalitis. So
far, we have only been able
to handle gastroenteritis
without any problem.”

Better equipped now
Expressing confidence that
the State is capable of han-
dling the second wave effi-
ciently, Dr. Ravi said: “In the
event of a second wave, we
are better equipped now and
we can quickly ramp up hos-
pital bed allocation but our
efforts should not be to wait
for a second wave but to av-
ert it. This can be done by
continuing with the same le-
vel of testing and giving ap-
propriate messages to peo-
ple to behave responsibly.”



In Karnataka, low positivity trend holds

A.P. too retains gains; Kerala records 27 deaths; Telangana adds over 800 cases

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
THIRUVANANTHAPURAM
Kerala reported 5,378 new
cases of COVID-19 on Thurs-
day, and a test positivity rate
of 9.6% for 55,996 samples.
The active case pool stood
at 64,486 cases. The Health
Department added 27 more
deaths to the list of fatalities.
Six deaths were reported
from Thrissur, four each
from Alappuzha and Kozhi-

kode, three each from Er-
nakulam and Kannur, two
from Thiruvananthapuram
and one each from Malappu-
ram, Palakkad, Kollam, Iduk-
ki and Kottayam.

Malappuram district re-
ported 719 cases, Kozhikode
686, Thrissur 573, Ernaku-
lam 472, Thiruvananthapu-
ram 457, Kottayam 425, Kol-
lam 397, Palakkad 376,
Alappuzha 347, Idukki 256,
Kannur 226, Pathanamthitta
207, Wayanad 151 and Kasa-
ragod 86 cases.

With a steady increase in

TOTAL
NUMEBER
OF CASES

2,66,904

TOTAL
NUMBER
OF CASES

5.83,741

TOTAL
NUMBER
OF CASES

7,716,174
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NUMBER
OF CASES

8,65,705
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[11173
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[ 11,669
[12,615
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| 6,970
25316
8,42,499
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*Telangana numbers are as of 8 p.m. on Wednesday | **Kerala has a mismatch of 129 cases
due to unaccounted deaths, missing persons | ***Karnataka has 19 non-COVID deaths

positive cases, Telangana re-
ported 862 new ones as well
as three deaths on Wednes-
day.

A Health department bul-
letin said on Thursday that
positive cases in the State
rose to 2,66,904. The num-
ber of deaths increased to
1,444, With 41,101 sample
tested on Wednesday, in-

cluding 38,088 in govern-

ment centres, the State had

done 52,89,908 tests so far.
Of the 2,66,904 positive cas-
es, 70% were asymptomatic.
Nearly 77% positive cases
were 21 years to 60 years old.

Of Wednesday’s cases, 164
were reported from Greater
Hyderabad area.

Also, there were 63 con-

P8

tainment areas in GHMC, in-
cluding Charminar (16),
Khairatabad (20), Serilin-
gampally (16), Kukatpally
(10) and Secunderabad (1)
zones. There are another 61
containment areas in the
districts.

Andhra Pradesh reported
1,031 new infections and
eight deaths in the 24 hours
ending on Thursday.

In 24 hours, 67,269 sam-
ples were tested with a posi-
tivity rate of 1.53%.

Krishna district reported
two new deaths. There were
no fatalities in six districts,
and East Godavari, Guntur,
Kadapa, Kurnool, Visakha-
patnam and West Godavari
reported one death each.

Karnataka on Thursday
reported 1,505 new cases
and 12 deaths.

The positivity rate for the
day stood at 1.25% and Case
Fatality Rate (CFR) at 0.79%.

Bengaluru Urban report-
ed 844 cases and seven
deaths.

(With inputs from Hyde-
rabad, Vijavawada, and
Bengaluru bureaus)
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India clears stand after
Oxford vaccine row

Sus hmi Dey &
Rupal Mukherjee | run

Noew Delhi: India will consid.
er clinical trial data for two
full-dose Oxford-AstraZene-
ca Covid-19 vacelne candidate
which the firm says has an ef.
ficacy of 62% and not the
“half plus full™ dose regime,
which Is claimed to be up to
% effective buat has attract-
od criticism fordosing errors.

The Indian government's
position that it will conslder
the two full shot option omes
in thi wake of rod flags raised
by vaccine experts about the
“positive” interim data, in the
light of AstraZeneca’s admis-
slon that there was an “inad-

vertent dosing crror” during
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PM goes on vax

tour tomorrow

rime Minister Narendra

Modi will be flying into
Hyderabad, Ahmedabad and
Puneon Saturday to take stock
of Covid-19 vaccine develop-
mentwork at facilities there. P 8

the global clinieal trials. Astra-
fonoca sald the half dose op
tion was a case of serendipidi-

ty but was persisted with as It
was fioumnd todeliver a better o

sults than the two full-shot vac
cine. The cat-off for vaccine ef-
fectiveness for US Food and
Drug Adminismration Sat50% .

»Indian trials going on, P 8




1 nation, 1 election not debate
but necessity for India: Modi

om

Kevadia: Renewing his pitch
for ‘one nation one election’,
Prime Minlster Narendra
Modi on Thursday sald it was
not a matter of debate but a
necessity for the couniry as
hesoughtsupport for the kdea
of clubbing Lok Sabha and as-
sombly polls 0 save e
sourees and time.

“There Is an election inIn-
dla every month, which ham-
pers development,” the PM
gaid while addressing the
concluding session of the All
Indla Preslding OMcers'
Conference. “Why should the
COUNtry waste so much mon-
ey? Modi asked.

Headd Office, N.A. Square, Bengahur 560002

PUBLIC NOTIFICATION

SAHAAYA 2.0 APPLICATION WORKFLOW DETAILS
Mahanagara Palike. Mammuuﬁ-“

PM: We're fighting
terror in new ways

ng tributetothosewho

lost thedr lives in the 2611
attack, camied out by “temror-
ists sponsored and sent by
Pakistan™, PM Modi said “today,
India is fighting terror by new
ways and means”, apparently
referring tothe retaliatory stri-
kes acrossthe border after the
attacksin Ud and Pulwama. P13

Modi urged the presiding
officers of different legisla-
tures to take Inlilailve In this
direction as he said the idea of
‘onenation one election’ nead-

ed to be intensely engaged
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m‘?yumw

with. "You all should ponder
over this idea that there
should be one voters” list, and
find a way out,” headded.

He sald there was unifor-
mity In the voting age, which
is 18 vears, so there was no
point wasting time. “Presid-
Ing officers should take the
Initiativetowands full dgitisa.
tion and legislators, 1 am sure,
willadapt to it.” he added.

As the event coinclded
with Constitution Day, the
PM sald it was a day to re-
member the inspiration of
Gandhiji and the commit-
meni of Sardar Vallabhbhsal
Patel to the Constitution.

» Strength of statute, P 10

This SAHAAYA 2.0 application is updated with
"new features' and 'more user friendly’,

K Citizens can lodge urdhed grievance through vanous modes like, Namma Bengaluru Mobile application
Web Portal. 'BEMP 24/7 Call Centre - DB0-226600007, ‘What's App No. +1'IHIHIHW‘IHIIM
&rlqh.’-ldllluﬂ.lﬁw Twvitter'.

| 1 MMMI!WnWAiﬂhdhﬂuﬂMimwﬂﬂm
theough SAHARYA 2.0, Web application, disciosing grievante’s number, calegory of work, name of the
offceriofficial, hisher mobile number informing that, the complainant can view his. complaint details
The citirens can track hey complaent status i Mamma Bengaiury Portal.

| 3. Once the unified grievance & regetered, the concermed oficers can identity the exact location mentianed i
thee complaint, with e help of Google Map along with complainans cetails in the Lngque Panal,

4. The officer & bound with D Timeing period, for esch type of complat. On his failure to amend the grevance
the unified grevance wie, complaint will have an ‘sutc escalstion’ 1o the nex level officer and the
consequential information will be sent io the complainant through 5W5.

E M<Wm..mmuﬂhwwhw solitioon’, where the funds and [ o the
tirmse b5 requined. S5 will be sent (o the complainant that, your compkaint i moved 1o Tong-term salution

“w @00

ls Once the complaint is resalved by Brubat Bemgalury Mahanagars Pakioe, the complainant will receve
rorsequential information theawgh SW5. The complainam an also provide feed back on the resolution.

1. There is a provision 1o bath the officers a5 well as the complaint fo upload the photographs related o the
grievances belone and after nesolvng

K m:mumuuwwmnimgﬁmmmh mmmmm

{8, Gtizens can reglster grievance relating to Poi-hales’, Foot-pathy’, ‘Street-Lighty’, ‘Garbage', sic., (related
complaints arr available in Namma Bengatary SAHAAYA J 0 application)




Nivar leaves B’luru dnizzly;
two more days of rain likely

No Reports Of
Waterlogging,
Says Civic Body

Mrinalini. Bhat
@timesgroup.com

Bengalmru: Overcast sky nip
in the air and a long drizzly
day — Bengaluru on Thurs-
day appeared to have oscaped
all the havoc that cyclone Ni-
var wreaked in neighbouring
Tamil Nadu after its late-
Wednoesday landfall.

With an early alert from au-
thorities about likely flash
flonds in the city Bengalureans
woke up to a drenched morn-
Ing. Hoodlex, brollies and rain-
COAts Were 0ut t0 match up to
the rain-soaked day

While the city received
B5mmof rain, HAL got 13.8mm
and KIA 14.4mm until 5:30pm.
The maximum temperaturs
was 22 4 degrees Celsins and
minimum, 19.6. The mizzle was
accompanied by thunder and
gusty wind in some parts of the
city, the average wind speod be-
ing 20kmph.

CYCLONE EFFECT

Ples: Syad Asif

maining districts are Hkely to
experience isolated very light
to light rain

Though not heavy, the rain
brought down a massive
branch on 4th Main, BEML
Layout. BEMP officials said no
one was hurt and the branch
was clearad Immediately Of-
ficials at the control room
claimed there were no com-
plaints of waterlogeing from
any part of the clty

THOUGHTS & WORDS
IN VIRTUAL SPACE
ocial media was abizz
with recollections of the
cyclone days Bengaluru
witnessed every time the sea
turned rough off neighbouring
Tamil NadiL “It is raining
continiously in Bangalore.
Somehow today's weather
reminds me of rainy days
during my school days,”
Prachi Pareckh tweeted,

“Momings like this make
a day perfect.” wrote
Rahul Hoysal.

Anant Kumar pasted on
social media: “When Chennal
catches a cold, Bengaluru
catches a running nose,
nonstop dripping since
maorning.”
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KARNATAKA Bergal iy rtan T —— §L067 . " S
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Negative certificate elusive;
travel, study plans disrupted

Hithya Mandyam
TS RO COI

Bengaluru: One unintended
consaquence of the state’s
decision to ramp up testing
is that the BEMP has just not
been able to provide those
who test negatlve with a hard
copy of the result. This 1s
impacting many people as
they need a negative certifl-
cate 1o work, travel and study
among other things.

BBEMP sources say they
know of 67 people who had
to cancel travel plans as they
could not get a negative cor-
tificate in time. They say that
since the number of negative
results 1s exceptionally high,
anthorities are finding it a
challenge to even SMS those
found not tnﬂacted

'i"-"hl]e Eﬂl]-E'E.E sludems
who want to attend classes on
campus must furnish a nega-
tive certificate, airlines are
also demanding one from
travallors seoking to fly to
places like Kerala, Dubai and
Muscat among others.

Satlsh Rao, a volunteer
who helps BEMP streamline
Covid-19 management, said
people are worried about
negative reports not reaching
them In time. “1 mysalf have
g0t many complaints from col-
lege students,” Rao sald.

For example, Ramesh
(name changed), an engineer-
Ing student, was in a panic
after his negative certificate
was delayed and he had an
Internal exam ooming un

EARLY TRACKING: Passengers who arrived on Guwahati Express from
Delhi were made to give swab samples in Bengaluru on Thursday

“On November 20, Ramesh
and [ went to Arkere PHC
where he gave his samples for
teslmg Ramesh‘sﬁmerm‘bﬂ

TOL “He mﬂprtmk RATanli
RT-PCR wests. The PHC health
officer assured us that he
would get 4 message within
two days on the result.”

Two days lator, Ramosh got
neither RAT nor RT-PCR re-
sult. When he reached out to
volunteers In BBME they sug-
gested that he go to the same
PHC and get a written letter
certifving his result. “Thad o
run pillar wo post to get the lot-
ter for my son. Nobody in the
PHC or BEMP has any cioeon
how to go about the process,”
his father sald.

Shibani Goplkar, a Il year
BA student, said she was not
allowed to enter her college
without a negative certifl-
cato, “1 gave samples on No-
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vember 21 at a PHC near
Vidyapeeta, but did not geta
result,” sald Shibani.

She saju shewaﬁﬂm:ed to

m‘m an Emm an anmbm
25. “Healthcare staff do not
understand our need for the
certificate. When the govern-
ment makes rules, they must
follow up,” she said. “My col-
lege permitted me to take the
exam later, but my prepara-
tlon was wasted. We are more
worried about getting nega-
tive reports than appearing
for exams.”

Ishanl Mehrotra, a home-
maker, who flow down to
visit her parents, had booked
tickets to return to the US,
but had to cancel them. 1
gave swab samples on Mo-
vember 16, as the rule states
test results must be within 72
hours to fly. But Ididn't got a
report,” Mahrotra sald

CURRENT PROCESS

» M hours after submitting

samples, go back to the same
PHC and give staff there your
SRFID.

» Youwill be given a sheet

with the result handwritten.

* Get the results written
and stamped by the health
official at the PHC: this s the
negative certificate.

Soue EME

Bijoy Paul David, who had
to iy on November 20w Dubal
Whare he works, had asimilar
story to tell. “The airiine aun-
thorities demanded a negative
certificate and sald an SMS
won't do,” Paul sald.

Emm m-m ;
The problem persisls al-
though one lakh people are
involved in managing Cov-
id-19 data in the state.

“There are many ke us
who voluniserad to work with
BBMP to distribute ration kits
and monitor those in home
lsolation,” Rao sald. “We are
willing to work with them
again to help disburse nega-
tive certificates.”

However, BEMP health
commissioner P Hajendra
Cholan shrugged off the 1ssue
saylng: “There are lakhs of
people who are negative and
our priority is those who are
positive.” On using volunteers
to send out negative reports,
he sald confldendality issues
are a problem.



Covid CFR a worry in 11 K'taka
districts; over 8% in Dharwad

Health Officials
Keeping Close
Watch On B'luru

Suni tha.Ras@Etimesgroup.com

Bengaluru: Karnataka's Co-
vid-19 fatality rate is among
the lowest In the country, but
11 districts In the state are a
cause for worry.

In the past five days, Dhar-
wad district has seen the sta-
te's highest Covid-19 fatality
rate (CFR, percentage of Co-
vid patients dyving) — at 8%,
followed by Dakshina Eanna-
da district, at 4.8%. Against
the national average CFR of
146% on Thursday, Karnata-
kareported0.79%.

REVERSE TREND | -

Dharwad . :

Ballad I S

Dakshina Kannada N 3.2 W

Raichur

Kolar

Uttara Kannada [

‘.II'I'I*I.I:I‘I.I! 13

Haveri [N 13

Mysuru [l 12

Kodagu [N 11

Vilayapurall T I b oty

Chief socretary TM Vijay  derfocus and aspeclial review

Bhaskar presided overamee-  meeting is held every week to

ting on Wednesday to discuss
testing, positivity rate and fa-
tality rate In these districis.
Besides these 11 districts,
Bengaluru Urban is also un-

review the situation in the
state capital, said health de-
partment authorites.

» Focused testing must, P 4

Focused Covid testing
required, says official

» Continued from page 1

55,000 In Bengaluru, testing 18 much

\ \ 7 hile the daily target for Covid testing is

loss elsewhore in the state.

Pankaj Kumar Pandey, commissioner in the
health and family welfare department, admit-
ted that the Covid fatallty rate in these 11 dis-
tricts 15 a matter of concern. “Focusad testing
and early identification of Covid-19 patients is
required,” he said. Greater emphasis, he add-
ed, would have to be given on Covid-appropri-
ate bohaviour, such as wearlng masks and
physical distancing, in these districts.

Inthe past week, Mysuru has reported 723 Co-
vid cases and nine deaths. The district conducted
35,233 tests In this period. Dakshina Kannada re-
poried 14 deaths among 277 Covid-19 cases In the
past week, during which 1tdid 24 523 tests.

Among the 11 districts, Kodagn carried oot
the fewest tests, at 7,447, in the past 15days. It has
reported 65 Covid cases In the last seven days and
twofatalities. The Covid fatality rate in Dharwad
has touched 8.5% in the past 15 days, followed by
Ballari at 5.9%. Tumakuru, in the nelghbour-
hood of the state caplital, has reported 446 Covid
cases and soven deaths in the past soven days.

P4

Fullreport. toi.in

Parents confused
over pre-KG
2021 admissions

Bengaluru: Many private
schools In Bengaluru have
launchedd the Kindergarten
admission season, but pa-
rents are in a fix over enrl-
ling toddlers for the upco-
ming academic year, reports
Sruthy Susan Ullas.

Social-media groups for
parents are abuzz with dis-
cusslons whether to enroll
thelr children in full-flodged
schools (which offer Kinder.
garten to class 13) as there is
nio clarity on how things play
oart by mext.June.

> ‘Mo socialisation’,P 4



Cyclists complain of being
denied entry at parks, lakes

Christin.Mathew Philip
(Ertirm s group.C om

Bengaluru: Cycling might
have gained tractlon amid
the pandemic but many
parks and lakes In the
clty are still out of bounds
forcycllists.

For instance, a cyclist
was recently not allowed to
park her cycle near Kalkere
Lake. Anshul Goswami
gald: “Apart from lack of cy-
cle lanes, we face another
bigger challenge — park-
Ing. We need a pole to tie the
cyclewlithora flxed parking
gpot. When we go to parks
and lakes, security guards
don't allow us to park cvcles
there, This happened
with me on Wednesday
morning at Kalkere Lake. [
had faced the same issue at
Jakkur Lake too.”

At Cubbon Park, cyclists
are banned between 5Sam
and Bam on all dayvs. There
are complaints of cyclists’
entry belng restricted on
woekends and other holi-
days too. The move came af-
ter some morning walkers
opposed cycllsts' move-
ment inside the park fear-
ing they may hit them. To
resolve this, the horticul-
ture department  Thad
earller promised to create a
dedicated lane for cyclists
inside the park but it re-
malns on paper.

The guard stops me. |
can cyche for only
about 30 minutes
now. It's difficultto
return home amid
peak-hour traffic as
them are no separate
lanes onroads

Santhosh S | cwust

Sathya Sankaran, Ben-
galuru bicycle mayor, sald:
“There's an unfounded fear
of cyclists knocking down
walkers. But cycllsts visit
lakes and parks for recre-
ational rides and move slow-
I Awareness for cycling
may have Increased, but un-

fortunately cyclists still
don’t have iteasy. ™

He sald government
agencles are treating cy-
clists on a par with motori-
gts. “They should allow cy-
clists in Cubbon Park be-
tween 5am and Bam and also
during weekends, when ve-
hicles are banned.”

Sankaran said he re-
celved several complaints
from cyclists saying they
are belng stopped from en-
tering lakes and parks. “A
cycling track has been de-
veloped at Agara Lake in

Phadn for repras antation oaly

HSR Layout, but cyclists are
often not allowed to use it.
There's also a ban on cy-
clists In Doddabommasan-
dra Lake In Vidyaranyapu-
ra. A simple marking along
lakes 13 enough for cyclists.”
Rajender Kumar Kata-
ria, secretary. horticulture
department, sald: “Cycling
is allowed on all days, in-
cluding holidays, after Bam
in Cubbon Park. We are now
working with Bengaluru
Smart City Limited to cre-
ate dedicated lanes inside
the park, which should be
ready within three months.
We will allow cyclists
throughout theday once the
project is over.”

BBMP Is thecustodian of
most parks and lakes In the
city. Palike commissioner N
Manjunatha Prasad said he
will look into the issue.



Bengalurn: BBMP commis
sioner N Manjunatha Prasad
has ordered his officials to con-
duct a detalled re-survey of
mannal scavengors in the cliy
and nelghbouring arcas.

At a meeting on Thursday
he asked the joint commission-
ars o ensure that resurvey 1s
foolproof and exeensive In 110
villages where spwoerage works
are yet to be completed.

The Centre has banned

structed to provide such la—
bourers withasultablealterna-

tive to thelr Iivelihood, civic of-
ficials said.

P7

Prasad said jetting ma-
chines and other technology
avallable should be used
cloan sowers Instead of gotting
people to manually clear them.

Assistant commissioner
Somappa Kadakola said on di-
rections from the central and
state povernments, the first
survey of manual scCAVengers
was conducted in the city on
May B, 2013. Of 201 such workers
identified, 71 were provided
with contral aid of Rs 40,000
each for their rehabilitation.

A recent survey ldentifed
1,139 manual scavengers In the
cityy, excluding Yelahanka,
Bommanahalli, and Dasara-
halll zones. v



Mask chiains: The haute new 4GCESSorYy

@thashilpashatty @tiscaofficial

- # i -

They're not just stylish, but also y; ' ! —
help keep your mask clean '

& Sushmita_ha@timesgroup.com

nspired by eye glasses chains, the ‘mask chain’ 1s the

hot new accessory belng flaunted by celebrities and

influencers alike Not only does it save you the trouble of
fishing in your bag each time you want to take off or put on
your mask, It can also make your getup a whole lot trendier

A SAFE AND STYLISH ACCESSORY

“Instead of holding the mask in your hands, putting it in
your purse or pocket, or placing it on a surface riddled with
germs, the chain does the trick, and hence, 1s a safor option.
We will be wearing masks for the foreseeable future, so

I feel a mask chain is worth the investment,”

says fashion stylist Dina Shah.

Makeup artiste Aleena Mackar adds, IT'S
“It makes your mask look extremely A HIT WITH
unique and stylish and I feel a mask CELEBS, T00 Y
g.l?'}.n Aoty S8 nisckince, From beaded chains, to ones with bows g " I Shilpa Shetty Kundra and Tisca Chopra
4 and friiis, there are myriad options avallable. . . flaunt their mask chains " -
SR TENCH, WO SN NFPRINL ENPERM N PR - 4 d — TR
CREATE YOUR OWN Shilpa Shetty Kundra was seen flaunting a beige clip 1t to your mask, by
and brown chai on soca media recont 300 @¥n ‘,cding small clasps, wnuch @ INSTEAD OF HOLDING THE

. Karishma Tanna, Tisca Chopra and Ira Dubey were are easily available in the
:Eﬂ?&%fg!:lf#ﬁﬁi;m:?ﬁ spotted In many vartations of the accessory. market, Or, you can stmply MASK IN YOUR HANDS

Can easity create one ot home  TElevision actress Rashmi Gupta wears hers every-  tle the ends of the thread o PUTTING IT IN YOUR PURSE

aswell where. “IT's a chaln | made mysal after coming e Shie N R OR POCKET, OR PLACING IT
“You can use the chains of across a few online, and it has made my ‘mask However, clipped chains area !

your old sling bag or an old look’ & lot more elegant and classy,” shares ];’;;“'fr'; ?v?:;‘i“ﬂfg;mmn‘:mm:;nkg ON A SURFACE RIDDLED

beaded necklace. To create one Rashmi. Television actress Palak Purswani for different occasions,” says [ WITH GERMS, THE CHAIN

trend and sime Joose beste. Cut | et ny T D DOES THE TRICK, AND IS A

the Ihl'?-‘-gg ?{‘]lr‘:.?n:?g‘;@ I'(:;Oﬂ\ﬂ.lsl-lr‘:]]-:lt:‘l rﬂ-ssm el SAFER npnn" g

ferred length, and make sure It s strong FIUE O Pa _mmm 8 . _

enough to hold your mask. If not, you can arzana Palowani@timesgroup.com — Dina Shah, fashion stylist

double it up, before adding beads to it. You can ProctlAlukar@imesgroup.com

ii’

Rashmi Gupta sports an Palak Pursw‘-lm 's shiny metal chain Ira Dubey’s chain Aleena Mackar goes for 5
embellished mask chain goes perfectly with her lace mask R complements her outfit a delicate mask chain

BT 3



BANGALORE MIRROR

COVID-19 DEATHS

(IN LAST 24 HRS)

IN BENGALURU 7
Total deaths 4108

ACTIVE CASES: 18,550

ResT OF KARNATAKA 5
Totaldeaths 11,726

ACTIVE CASES: 25,316




Srinivaspura lake was about to be history

Guess who huilt a
road through this
lake in Yelahanka

| ¥ Maheswara Reddy
c-maheswara.roddy
5 tlmesgroup.com

TWEETS ®fangaloreM | RROR

ast week, a 100-metre long
and 1 2-metre wide road was
built threnagh Seindvaspaers
Lake in Yelahanka The lake
bed was filled up with mud,
soime play equipment was installed
for children to frollick around and
the encroachmient was completed -
with the ‘lake’ reduced to & harely
visitdle puddle by the madside

H'h:! % s0 shocking about that
you would ask. Encroachments,
especially around lakes, are rampant
theoughout Bengalur and all civic
agencies carry out regular drives
o recover their usurped land
Coepect !

Oaly this time, the road
was built by the BBMTP, using | .
R 10 lakh of BEMF's money 1
(0w, taXpavens’ money)

Dy Owcpoksier B, BEMTS
ﬁ!. MtaraY arapuni Wi ml Exisutivie
Enginaer {EF | S el I-l-r-th}_ Pogils

This road — which has reduced the
ramaining part of tha lake to a puddia
(balow) — wis constructad st woak;
(insat) & map from 957 showing the
axtant of Srinivaspura lake

the moad, which he now claims hap-
pened due o an "oversight™. Itis
possitile that the ‘oversight’ may
have I'Iil[‘]'l"‘“ﬁi chae o what fonmers
I.'I:JFI MIrATOr IF “!.-'I‘l.ﬂr.l'!.'.'ll'l.'ll i
wargd, N Misnesnidea Kimar, "aaw’

I'II-II'I:I:' _wum I‘\HL

CONTINUED OM PAGE 20 »

v since fhat has become
claar, from the giants to the
rwhias, Svaryons in the
market soems o wants a slios
of thea mask ple

Thariks to this sagsermess o
b part of the biggest trend of
2020, awhods workd of masks

Mask up!

SAFE AND STYLISH SEEMS TO BE
THE NEW BUZZWORD IN THE
MARKET WHEN IT COMES TO
MASKS, THE LATEST TREND IN

THE LIFESTYLE CATEGORY

sporty, and so many mon.
There are thousands of options
that one oould choose from lor
wvary cocasion,” says Aninudhh
D=, senior consultant ot &
popuar sthnic brand, “And it i&
ot just styles oithor. The
budget ioo ranges widsr than
ans ean magine. From
wctramly affordable 1o

nchouloursly exponsve arkt
averything in betwean, thers &
pisthers of options in aach
range.” ha adds.

And why not? With many
M eI DUSiness
pradually, and pecpie stepping
out more for social
engapements 58 well, 8 nesd
Tor differant kinds of rmasks for

different occcasions has

our firsd collection of masks in
June and have besn sesing
good damiand for tham. We will
soon launch our corporatn
colection that will have fomal
and sober inaking masks
suitible Sor reguiw office attns

P8
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‘ |l inspected SHAnivasapura Lake on
Tuesday along with the assistant executive
engineer. The road, the drain and the play
equipment are still there. The EE of

ra ward has assured me that

: mmargimadhtﬂr

—| Venkstash BEMP Exec Enginesr | [ skes)

1 new, it is inferesting to
note that thes sagemess of
brands 1o join the DEndwagon
was rot st io bea part of 2
trend, It ey not b the most
abvious thang o the rest of the
waorld, but in the [estyle
products i [, TSN, CAmE
BE B BEVIOUL “Whanever & N
trend comes into play and
brands see the nesd for & new
prociuct i the ket
wwarybody wants 1o iap inio

that ssgment it jLsd makes for
good business serss. Bul
what happenad with masks
WS one han |ust that. I was
wurvival,” says Braskar
Ramersan, 8 busrness
consultant With the markst o
it kowesl in yoars, this wes the



A lake was brushed
out of existence

“Many years back, there was a road to reach the
other side of the Lake. We used o call
it kaal dari. It was around the lake, " he told Bangalors
Mirror, He remained adamant despite being told
about the official surveys and maps of the area. L
Venlkatesh, the BEMPy executive engineer for lakes,
imspected the area on Tuesday and wrote an official
letter 1o Reddy about the blatant enceoachment.

The Srinivasapuera Lake is arrres 3 acres )
guntas but half scre of the bind has been encroached.
There are six ashesios sheei and two
tion, mear the lake. Constnection of the two buildings

has been and nostices havee boen isswed 1o the
people resicing ar the six smporary dwelfings.
Correspondence between Venkatesh and Reddy

o Octobes § and Novembes 20 has the Formeet
emphasising the need o clear the illegal construc-
thons — mad, drain - and removal of

tmstalbed on the lake landl. However, dil - effoet
has been msde to Clear the encroachiments on ithe Like
land. *1 i Lake on Tuesday
along with the assistant executive enginees. The moad,
EE of Byatarayanapura ward has assuned mwe that he
will chear it immediasely,” sid Venkatesh. “We will
dernodish the romd and drain and restore the Lake Land
hidijr:lum. Inﬁ#nﬂhwhnhtnu

Coming down heavily on encroschment of the
lakeland by the BEMPS Executive Engineer, V
Ramprasad, Co-Founder of Friends of Lakes, said that
encroaching thie lake arca with impunity and in dis-
reapect to honourable High Courts orders and
KTCDA (Karnataka Tank Conservation and
Development Authority) bw is simply mot scoepealsle.
“We are inviting floods as well a3 water scarcity in
future. Parks, play areas, mads can be developed in
ot aress boo but kelsmd cam't be converted it

else. I and buireny ety
Ciowart mwmﬂhimimmw:

the courts b save their life and foture,” said
Rarmpwrasad.
The lake did exist

The map of Srinivasapura indicaes the lake has exis-
ed since 1957, The is certified by
Bengalurm North Taluk of and Assistant
Executive Enginees of Storm Waber Dyatns of BEMT

Subramani L, & resident of Vinavaka Lavout of
Srinivasaguura said the lake existed fior mose than 100
veans, “Sirce the lake is not large, (eowind o screb
there was not much water in i Now some people
have levelled a portion of the lake w0 comvert it imoa
:;-tﬁrdﬂﬂm. sid Subramani.

Lake was transfermed to the BBMP in
2007 from the then Mumnicipal
Council which is one of the seven city municipal
councils that were merged with the BEMP when the
Bengaliru Mahanagara Palike became the Bruhat
Bengaluru Mahanagara Palike. Excepe fencing, no
development wirk was taken up by the BEMP. The
BEAP Lakes s apperitedd 3 hoime gl
0 ke a vl on the encnaachens from Movernber 10,

mmwmﬂummmﬂum%
will ask thwe Byatarayvanapsera ward cuecutive engineer
o issune & demodition notice g the ownen of the two
Bruibdirgs that are under comstrction, ™ said the BBMP
Executive Engineer (Lakes),

Dileep, who i Constracring 4
Flowor busibding, said that he bought the site five years
ago. 1 ook kegal opinion before buying this site. MNow,
the BEMP Lakes [ i claiming thas the land
belongs to the Lake. [t ook me Bve vears o commence
the constmactson of the ndiding. | do ot know what
o o o

Annamima, who resides at one of the

. Sabd she has been here for 15 yeary

“The Karmatals Shum Boand has constrscted houses
for 1 in another place. | will be shifting to the new
place shortly. The hies departoment has sued nothc-
5 b0 us stating that the land belongs 1o the ke, ™ said
Annamma.
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THE ECONOMIC TIMES

State Sees 1,505
New Covid Cases

Our Bureau

Bengaluru: Karnataka reported 1,506 new
cases of Covid-19 on Thursday taking the to-
tal number ol cases 108795680 With 12 deaths,
the state's Covid death toll rose to 11, 726.

According to the health department, 844 of
the new cases were from Bengaluru. The ¢l-
1y's cumulative cases have reachad 367,077.

Bengaluru also accounted for seven deaths
and has continued to report fewer fatalities.
The city has reconded 4.108 deaths sofar.

The day also saw 1,067 discharges, further
bringing the number of active cases down to
Z5,316.

Of the newly reported discharges, 367 were
from Bengaluru. Thecity accounts for a little

more than 60 % of the state’s active cases.

KEarnataka 1s reporting a decline In cases
despite increased testing. As many as 102,408
people were tested for the infection in the
past 24 hours.
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EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
Bengainy

CALL Bengaluru ‘Boom Town',
‘IT Capital of India' or even
‘Global City'. but the clty's
shame lies in the fact thai
manual scavenging still per
sists in andaround the metrop-
olis, despite strict directions
from the courts and Central
goOvErnment.

The shame was exposed at a
meeting on Thursday, when
Bruhat u Mah

THE NEW INDIAN EXPRESS
MANUAL SCAVENGING STILL PRACTICED IN, AROUND CITY

IT Capital's shame gets BBMP chief's goat, Palike Commissioner Prasad orders survey, report on workers; warns of action against citizens who hire them

ra Palike Commissioner N
Manjunatha Prasad was ap-
prised by BBMP zonal officers
on the status of the disgusting
prac of manual scavenging,
The o ice invalves manually
cleaning or disposing of hu
man excreta l'rom latrines or
open drains, using buckets and
shovels, or worse, bare hands.
‘What has emerged even more
shameful are the figures per-
taining to the practice: Prasad
was apprised that as per a 2013
survey conducted by the Cen-

CONFIRMED CASES
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tral and state governments
201 manual scavengers were
identified, and compensation
of 40,000 each was given to
only 71 of them. [n the case of
the remaining workers, docu-
ments were still to be verified,
and the staius of the rest is not
yet known

A recent survi
that in all eigh ones, ex-
cluding Yelahanka, Bommana-
halll and Dasarahalll, there
were 1,139 manual scavengers.
But the final detalls are not vet

ndicated

Pod "
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known, Prasad was informed.
Alivid Prasad then ordereda

proper survey and a report on

the total number of manual

scavengers {n the city He also
pointed out that there were
many manual scaven inthe

newly-added 110 villages of
Bengaluru, where this practice

is prevalent, and reminded of-
ficials that as per the court and
Central government guidelines
and orders, stringent action
will be takenagainst those fore-
ing them into such a practice
by hiring them.

Prasad has ordered for the
report to include pertinent de

A fresh survey should be done and all the 1,139 and 201 (fram the

wariier survey) workers should be checked, theil
homes

financial econditions

for tham, their
should ba given proper education, and alternative sourcesof
livelihood should be offered to them -N ManjunathaPrasad BBUP chief

A CITY SOAKED IN RAIN

Clockwise from top Officer-goers grab the chance tarush
home after the rain abates, on MG Road, Bengakim,
on Thursday; young girls take a selfie at Brigade Road; a woman
uses a basket to take shelter from the rain while shopping in
layanagar; and peaple wait with ther umbrellas at a busstop

| SHEREM BN, MEGHANA SASTRY, INODEUMART

tails about the conditions in
which manual scavengers live
and work In.

An agitated Prasad said: "A
fresh survey should done
and all the 1,139 and 201 (from
the earlier survey) workers
should be checked, their living
and financial conditions ascer.
tained, homes should be con
structed for them, their chil-
dren should be given proper
education, and alternative
sources of livelihood should be
offered to them.”

DOCS FIND 35 CASES OF ‘REINFECTION’ INCITY

It is rare, but could occur due to inadeguate immune response, waning immunity, or mutant strain of the virus

RANJANI MADHAVAN B8engalury

SEVEN hosplitals in Bengaluru
have reported cases of “possi-
ble reinfection”, which raise
questions for health workers
battling the pandemic,

Authorities at s
government and pr
tals in Bengaluru
far, they have seen 35 cases of
possible reinfection. Seventeen
hospitals said either they had
not seen such cases or do not
have data on it. Four hospitals
were not reachable.

They responded well to treatment. However, such cases need genome
sequendng to confirm it was reinfection and not a prolonged infection

Jayanagar General Hospital
came across 10 people who may
have been reinfected. with the
second infection being more se-
vere, and patients becom-
ing oxygen-dependent.
They were transferred to
Rajiv Gandhi Institute |
of Chest Diseases §
(RGICD).

“We got seven patients
who contracted Covid-19
again. They developed new
symptoms with radiological
worsening, were more ere
and were treated on the same

Dr Sachin D, consultant of in terventional puimonology at Manipal Hospitaks

P5

lines, They responded well to
treatment. However, such cases
need genome sequencing to
confirm it was reinfection and
not a prolonged infec-
tion,” said Dr Sachin
D, consultant of inter-
ventional pulmonol-

ogy at Manipal
Hospitals.
He clted a recent

British study that sug-
gested reinfection within six
months {s very e due to
tective immunity Reinfection
is being reported frequently

andcould be either due to inad-
equate immune response (the
frst time), waning immunity,
or mutant strain infection, Dr
Sachin said.

RGICD detected six instances
of possible reinfection. The pa-
tlents were asymptomatic the
first time. They had severe
symptoms like breathlessness,
cough, fever, lung involvement
and muscle pain, Dr C Nagamj,
RGICD director; told TNIE.

“The samples were sent for ge-
nomic study and viral culture to
the National Institute of Virol-

ify if thesec-

ogy (Pune), to ide
itivity was the

ond

one case of possible reinfe

the first in the city - Ramaiah
Memorial Hospital came across
three health workers who con-
tracted Covid- 19 twice. Howev
er, they were asymptomatic the
second time. Pristine Hospital
and Research Centre found
three cases, while Victoria Hos-
pital saw five patients who got
mitted 10-15 days after
ree.

T it e &,

NATIONAL CENTRE FOR CELL SCIENCE, PUNE
An Autonomous Institution of the Department of Biotechnolog




Non-Covid viral infections go up, cause panic

BOSKY KHANMNA @Eengaluru

THE dip in temperatures, made
worse by rain due to Nivar, has led
to an upswing in viral infections
that are probably not Covid-19.
However, with symptoms being
common, doctors find themselves
dealing with patients’ fear of Cov-
id-19 even as the pandemic rages.

People are rushing to doctors if
they develop a cough, sore throat
or even if they feel cold, fearing
that they have contracted
Covid-19.

“They are getting confused and
are mixing up viral infections.
They are forgetting that cases of
viral infections rise during this
season in Bengaluru, especially
among children and those with
asthma. They've forgotten (what
life was like) before corona,” said
a pulmonologist and expert associ-
ated with the health department.

Either virtually, or in person,
doctors find themselves trying to
explain this scenario to patients

amid an atmosphere of talk of a
second wave and possible
reinfections.

Doctors too, have to either de-
tect or rule out a Covid infection
or reinfection. “While we are pre-
seribing anti-viral medication, we
are not ruling out the possibility
of re-infection, even though chane-
es are minimal. So, to be assured

A family alights at Mysuru Road Satellite Bus Stand on Thursday | wuookumar T

and prescribe the right course of
treatment, we are advising pa-
tients to get an antibody test done,
and isolate until their condition
improves,” said Dr Vivek P,
pulmonologist.

Health experts working with the
government say the state is pre-
pared to handle a second wave.
“But at present, what we are see-

ing is that people come with Covid
symptoms, but an RT-PCE test
comes back negative and they
have (another) viral infection. We
are asking patients to monitor
their health for the next five days.
Doctors and health workers are
also being advised to keep a close
watch on patients. The virus is
new and we don't know how it is
changing. We have to deal with
situations as they develop. So far,
we knew the basic symptoms and
test reports would confirm Covid,
but now, things are worrisome. So,
antibody tests on recovered Cov-
id-19 patients is being prescribed,”
a health department official said.
Dr Manchar Nageshappa of Ma-
nipal Hospital said that a study of
frontline health workers and Ox-
ford University research showed
that Covid reinfection in unlikely
for about six months. Isolated cas-
es of reinfection may have oc-
curred, but for most people who
contracted Covid, the chances of
getting it twice are very low.
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Oxford vaccine faces questions over quality after faulty dosing regimens

SUMI SUKANYA DUTTA (@ new Delhi

THE Covid-1% vaccine devel-
oped by Oxford University and
manufactured by AstraZeneca
has found itself facing a credi-
bility test after the two entities
acknowledged faulty human
trials where participants were
given two dosing regimens.
Interestingly, the efficacy of
the vaccine in volunteers who
gotalower dose was found to be
90% , while it was only 62%
among those who got full dose.
The difference in doses given

to the trial participants had left
scientists perplexed but no ex-
planation was offered for that.

Also, the trial participants
consisted of very few elderdy
individuals, but this informa-
tion was not disclosed.

It also now emerged that low-
er dose was given to some peo-
ple due to an error in the quan-
tity of the vaccine put into
some vials, raising questions
about the drug’s quality.

Experts said the lack of
transparency in releasing cru-
clal information could lead to

stricter scrutiny by regulators
and mistrust among people.
Following the uproar, Astra’s
CEO Pascal Soriot said it would
conduct an additional glo-
bal trial with the half
first dose to assess the
efficacy of its vaccine.
On Monday, Swed-
ish-British pharmaceu-
tical major AstraZeneca
had said in a press state-
ment that their vaceine candi-
date was 70% effective on aver-
age in a late-stage study, but it
did not disclose the small
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number of elderly volunteers
or the manufacturing error:
Experts pointed out that the
lack of transparency in releas-
ing crucial information
and data may lead to
stricter scrutiny by reg-
ulators in many coun-
tries and mistrust
among people.
“This episode has
many elements which are
problematic,” said bioethicist
Anant Bhan. "Apart from cher-
ry-picking data to show that its
vaccine is highly effective, the

company also didn't reveal that
the sample size of elderly par-
ticipants was very small.” he
said, adding that it may be only
serendipity that seems to have
led toa dose which showed high-
er efficacy. “All this is very con-
cerning and lookslike there was
pressure within the company to
release efficacy data quickly af
ter results by Pfizer-BioNTech
and Moderna,” Bhan said.

SII claimed that the Astra-
Zeneca-Oxford vaceine is safe
and effective and even the lowest
efficacy results are at 60-70%.
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India extends
international
flight ban till
December 31

MEW DELHI, DHNS: India on
Thursday extended the ban
on international flights till
December 31, with excep-
tions for operations per-
mitted by the civil aviation
regulator, amid the Covid-19
pandemic.

“In partial modification
of the circular dated 26-06-
2020, the competent author-
ity has further extended the
validity regarding scheduled
international commercial
passenger services to/from
India till 2359 hrs [ST of De-
cember 31, 2020, the Direc-
torate General of Civil Avia-
tion (DGCA) said.

“This restriction shall not
applytointernational all-car-
go operations and flights

specifically approved by the
DGCA," theorder stated,

Scheduled international
flights have been suspended
since March 25 due to the
pandemic, but special evacu-
ation flights under the Vande
Bharat mission had started
operations on May 7.

“However, international
scheduled flights may be al-
lowed on selected routes by
the competentauthorityona
case-to-case basis,” the DGCA
order said,

India has air bubble ar-
rangements with 21 coun-
tries— Afghanistan, Bhutan,
the US, the UK, Germany,
France, Japan, Qatar, Bah-
rain, the UAE, Maldives,
Bangladesh, Nigeria, Rwan-
da, Tanzania, the Nether-
lands, Canada, Irag, Kenya,
Oman and Ukraine.

The Ministry of Civil Avia-
tion had released guidelines
onwho can travel out, or trav-
eltolndia, underthe repatria-
tion and travel bubble Nights,

Phase 3 trial of
Covaxin begins
at AIIMS

NEW DELHI, PTI: The phase
3 human clinical trial of in-
digenously developed an-
tI-coronavirus vaccine can-
didate Covaxin began at the
AIIMS here on Thursday,
with Dr M V Padma Srivas-
tava, chief of Neurosciences
Centre at the premier insti-
tute, and three other volun-
teersreceiving the firstdose.
Covaxin is being devel-
oped by Bharat Biotech
in collaboration with
ICMR. The shot will be giv-
en to 15,000 volunteers at
AIIMS in the next few days.
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Most Covid deaths in 5_0-72 age group

DHanalysis shows
there were fewer
deathsinpeople
aged B0+instate

b

AKHIL KADIDAL
BEMGALURLY, DHMS

ore people in their
fifties and sixties have
died of Covid-19 than

much older individuals who
caught the virus, according to
a DH analysis of 9,534 senior

citizen deaths in Karnataka,
with co-morbidities and late
diagnosis emerging as two
major factors for the deaths.
The analysis considered all

Cowvid-19 faralities in the state % : g

of people aged 50 and above,
The worst-hit age group
turns out to be between 50-72

(65, 60,70,55, 75,50, 58,68, §

62 and 72), with people aged
65 having suffered the highest
number of Covid-19 fatalities
(793)in the state.

Next are people aged 60
(670 deaths), people aged 70
(667)and peopleaged 55 (484
deaths). The data shows aclear
link between fatality rate and

-
: mauJ

Amedic administers Covaxin
to a health worker in
Ahmedabad on Thursday. Fni

the presence of co-morbidi-
ties, with a significant chunk
of people in the above ages
having had three or more co-
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morbidities.

Ontop of these serious con-
ditions, many of the deceased
had somehow slipped through
surveillance measures or had
failed to get themselves tested
early.

Dr Thrilok Chandra, head of
the Critical Care Support Unit
{(CCSU) which has handled
over 2 lakh eritical Covid-19
cases, said the primary cause
of death is almost always late
diagnosis,

“We have seen multi-organ
dysfunction in all cases which
arrived late for treatment - the
kidney is compromised, the
lung is compromised or the

heart is. The circulatory sys-
tem is involved and Covid-19
can cause hypercoagulation
which is a force multiplier,”
hesaid.

The highest number of peo-
ple who died on the same day
of diagnosis in Karnataka were
166 people who were aged 65.
The next highest number
were 154 who were aged 60.
The third highest group was
141 people who were aged 70.
Tellingly, 39, 2%of these people
also had three or more comor-
bidities. No other age group
comesclose tothesehigh num-
hers of late diagnosis.

» Deaths, Page 4

Modi to visit Serum Institute,
Bharat Biotech tomorrow

MUMBAI/HYDERABAD, DHNS:
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi will on Saturday visit
the Pune-based Serum In-
stitute of India (SII)
and Bharat Biotech
facility in Hyderabad
to review the Cov-
id-19 vaccine pro-
duction and distri-
bution programme.

The SII labora-
tory is developing
Covidshield with a master
seed from Oxford Universi-
ty/AstraZeneca. The clinical
trials are under way.

The Hyderabad-based bi-

Narendra Modi
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otech firm has, in collabora-
tion with the Indian Council
of Medical Research (ICMR)
and the National Institute of
Virology (NIV), de-
veloped India’s first
Covid vaccine candi-
date Covaxin.

Modi will visit the
Hadapsar campus
of SII, where he
will be received by
Cyrus Poonawalla,
chairman of the Poonawalla
Group, and his son and CEO
Adar Poonawalla.

PM likely to visit Zydus
Biotech Park in Guj, Page 5



After ‘error’, Astra likely to run
additional vaccine test

BLOOMBERG

AstraZeneca Plcis likely to
conduct an additional global
trial toassess the efficacyofits
Covid-19vaccine, after current
studies raised questions over
its level of protection.

The new trial would be run
instead ofaddinganarmtoan
ongoing US trial and would
evaluate a lower dosage that
performed better than a full
amount in Astra’s studies.
The company’s acknowledg-
ment that the lower level was
given in “error” fuelled con-
cerns, and the new trial would
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be used to confirm whether
or not the higher 90% efficacy
rate stands.

“Now that we've found what
looks like a better efficacy we
have to validate this, we need
todoanadditional study,”CEO
Pascal Soriot said in his first
interview since the data were
released.

AstraZeneca and Oxford
varsity, among the front-run-
ners in the quest to deliver a
vaccine, are facing mounting
questions about trial results
afteracknowledging theerror.
Astra faces tough questions,
Page9



Similar weather
conditions forecast
for next two days

L

BENGALURU, DHNS

eavy rainfall lashed
Heastem and southeast-

ern Bengaluru while
most other areas received
light to moderate showers on
Thursdaydue theimpactofcy-
clone Nivar. The weatherman
has forecast similar weather
conditions for the next two
days.

While there was no wide-
spread heavy rain as feared,
the overcast sky and scattered
light rainfall brought the mer-
cury down.

According to data from
the Karnataka State Natural
Disaster Monitoring Cen-
tre’s Varuna Mitra, eastern
and southeastern Bengaluru
received higher rainfall than
the western parts. However,
noareain Bommanahalliand
Mahadevapura zones, which
fall under southern and east-
ern Bengaluru, respectively,
received more than 29 mm
of rainfall. Areas in West, RR
Nagar and Dasarahalli zones

A an an tw chire e shelter uner an hrella :

| Cyclone Nivar effect: I:Ii"ihily,
rainy sky clouds city

& Lo

on Thursday. DH PHOTO/PUSHKAR V

received 5-10 mm of rain.
Varthur received 29 mm
while Begur, Indiranagar,
HSR Layout, Marathahalli,
Bellandur, Indiranagar, Dod-
danekkundi and Yelahanka
received between 18 mmto 25
mm of rainfall. Banashankari,
Yelahanka, parts of Basavana-
gudi, Jayanagar and Mysuru
Road received light showers.
The BBMP said it didn’t

receive any complaint of tree
fall or casualty, although social
media was flooded with com-
plaints of the “gloomy” weath-
er.

A cloudy, rainy sky has
been forecast for Friday,
too, although the minimum
temperature may rise from
17°C to 19°C. The IMD hasn't
yet lifted the yellow alert for
Bengaluru.
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BBMP delimitation aimed at
favouring BJP: Opposition

RSS leaders deciding new

wards, says Ramalinga Reddy

BENGALURU, DHNS

political row haserupted
over the delimitation of
engaluru’s municipal
wards, with the Opposition
parties claiming that the exer-
cise was just gerrymandering
to benefit the ruling BJP ahead
of the BBMP polls.
Speaking to DH, senior Con-
gress MLA Ramalinga Reddy
who represents BTM Layout
accused the BJP of delimiting
wards as per their electoral

convenience, a practice he
said was observed when the
BJP government increased
the number of BBMP wards to
198in2010.

“The delimitation exercise
should be taken up by the
four-member committee,
which has the BBMP Com-
missioner and Bengaluru Ur-
ban Deputy Commissioner as
members. But, as per our infor-
mation, BJP and RSS leaders
are sitting together and decid-
ing new wards for Bengaluru

city,” hesaid.

Former JD(S) corporator
Prakash said that a few of the
newly-formed wards had a li-
on’s share of public amenities,
while others were deprived.

Citing Kaveripura in the
Govindarajanagar Assembly
constituency as an example,
he said that the ward is be-
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ing divided in such a manner
that not even one of the seven
parks previously in the ward
remained. “It will all now be
part of Maranahalli and the
proposed Dasahalli wards,”
he said.

Prakash claimed that the
absence of specific guidelines
for delimitation has allowed
the wards to be divided at will.
Influential politicians are also
exerting pressure to divide
wards in their constituency
to strengthen their core vote
base, while making sure that
their political opponents had
little ground, he alleged.

BJPlegislators maintain that
the four-member committee
formed by the governmentwas
delimiting wards as per norms.

BJP’s CV Raman Nagar leg-
islator S Raghu, who headed

the joint legislative committee
that recommended the de-
limitation, said: “How will in-
creasing the number of wards
from 198 to 243 help the BJP?
They are making these claims
as they have no otherissues to
talkabout.”

‘Baseless’ talks
BBMP Commissioner N Man-
junathaPrasad said theallega-
tions are baseless.

“We have six months to fin-
ish delimitation and we have
not even started the work.
We can only start work once
the state government issues
terms of reference for delimi-
tation,” hesaid. Everything was
dependent on the High Court
order regarding elections to
the BBMP, he said, adding that
the courthasreservedits order.



Confusion over research
institutes in vaccine priority list

SURAKSHA P
BENGALURU, DHNS

Thﬂugh scientists and re-
searchersfeatureamong
the nine health workers’
category list provided by Gov-
ernment of India to the states
todrawup a Covid vaccination
priority list, it is unclear as to
which agencywould take their
details.

The lack of clarity is largely
owing to the research insti-
tutes’ autonomous status.

The BEMP has sent the tem-
plateto gather health workers'
details to hospirtals, with its
commissioner Manjunatha
Prasad saying that scientists
and researchers attached to
the institutions have been in-
cluded in the list. In reality, no
researcher is attached to city
hospitals.

While premier institutions
like the Indian Institute of Sci-
ence (IISc) have handled Covid
samples, only the labstaff from
the Department of Microbiolo-
ayatthe hospitals doing Covid
testing seem to have been in-
cluded in thelist.

The Centre for Infectious
Disease Research (CIDR) at
[15c started testing Covid sam-
ples on April 28 and its two
dozen lab staff have handled
35,000 virus samples so far.
“The BBMP has not reached
outto CIDR,” said DrShashank
Tripathi, Assistant Professor,
Microbiology & Cell Biology

‘Some are not interested’

The National Institute

of Traditional Medicine
(NITM), Belagavi, a Region-
al Medical Research Centre
of the ICMR, started testing
Covid samples in April.

Its director Dr Debprasad
Chattopadhyay said the
ICMR had enquired about
cold chain facilities at NITM
twodaysago.

“Thereare seven
scientists, including the
director and eight research
students. Three are techni-

Department, CIDR.

“The Department of Bi-
otechnology (DBT), on the
other hand, hasbeenreaching
out to institutions under it for
researchers’ list for priority
vaccination. Most of the diag-
nostic centres under research
institutions come under DBT,
but IISc is autonomous. We
don’tknow which government
channel will contact us.”

[ISc comes under the Min-
istry of Education, though itis
not sure if they would contact
CIDR. The National Centre
for Biological Sciences on the
GKVK campus on Ballari Road
isa DBT institution.

‘Centre must clarify’

Dr Rajani Nageshrao, Deputy
Director, Immunisation, De-
partment of Health and Family
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cal officers and nine office
staff. We have sent details of
29 staffers tothe ICMR," Dr
Chattopadhyay said. “But
some of the 17 contractual
staff are not interested and
theyare young,” he said.
The Central Food Techno-
logical Research Insti-

tute, Mysuru, is another
research lab that comesun-
der the Council of Scientific
and Industrial Research,
which started testing Covid
samplesin August.

Welfare, said the Government
of India will collect data of its
staff.

When pointed out that no
government channel contact-
ed IS¢, she said clarification
needed to be sought from the
Centre on the issue.

Dr C N Manjunath, state
nodal officer for Covid-19 test-
ing, said the state government
should not leave out Central
institutions onthe assumption
that the Central government
will collect their data.

“Institutions like I1Sc and
NCBS contributeda greatdeal
to fight Covid, especiallyin the
initial stages of the pandemic
when not many testing labs
were available,” he said, adding
thathewasinstrumental in get-
tingapprovals for the institutes
to do Covid testing.



‘Waste management council will empower mafia’

BENGALURU, DHNS

The government has effective-
ly abdicated its administrative
responsibility and handed
over the reins to the garbage
mafia by setting up an auton-
OMOUs waste management
council, the AAP has said.

Aam Aadmi Party’s Shan-
thala Dhamle said garbage
management has an annual
budget of Rs 1,200 crore and
has become a fertile ground
forthe mafia.

She said the move will only
make the BBMP weaker as it
loses control over a key issue.

“Water supply, asset man-
agement, schools, hospital
managementand many other
duties have been taken away
from the BBMP,” she said,
adding that the Palike will be
reduced toa grievance cell.
AAP said the autonomous
council will end people’s

right to question, while their
elected representatives wash
their hands of the sanitisation
responsibility and become
hand-in-glove with the mafia.
Recently, the government
sought the BEBMP’s opinion on
setting up a separate agency
to OVErsee waste processing.
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Multi-year project, non-profits aim toimprove lives of
ragpickers; move critical for waste management

BEMGALURU, DHNS

i Even those concerned about

waste management in the city
rarely recognise the contribu-
tions of ragpickers in keeping
the city clean.

The informal workers are
harassed, discriminated and
stigmatised, forcing them to
become invisible.

These points from a report
by BBC Media Action on Ben-
galuru’sinformal waste pickers
were highlighted on Monday
during thelaunch of Saamuhi-
ka Shakti, a multi-vear project
toimprovethe livesofthecity's
waste workers.

Several local and interna-
tional organisations such as
BBC Media Action, CARE,
Hasiru Dala, LabourNet, Save
the Children, Social Alpha, Wa-
terAid and The/Nudge Foun-
dation are joining forces to

BBMP says t city willsoon have a large nﬂmfdry )
waste collection mostly run by waste pickers and NGOs. DHFILE

improve income levels, social
security, working conditions,
education, sanitation and
recognition of the critical role
waste pickers play in the city’s
waste management efforts.
Funded by Swedish NGO
H&M Foundation, the initia-
tive follows the model where
different groups commit to a
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cause and work together in a
structured manner to have a
common agenda to solve a so-
cial issue.

H&M Foundation has
committed $11 million for the
project for the first three years
with the scope to expand it for
three more years.

RandeepD, special commis-

sioner forsolid waste manage-
ment, BBMP, said the city will
soon have a large network of
drywaste collection mostly run
bywaste pickersand NGOs. He
added that the civic body will
assist themwith requisite tech-
nology and infrastructure.

“In six to eight years, waste
pickers will not be picking
waste on the streets in the way
that they do today. Children
of waste pickers will have the
opportunity to choose their
livelihood,” said Nalini Shek-
har, co-founder and executive
director, Hasiru Dala.

“Through Saamuhika Shak-
ti, we hope to provide pros-
pects that can lead to better
outcomes, and in an equitable
manner for waste pickers and
their families,” said Lakshmi
Pattabi Raman, executive di-
rector, Saamuhika Shakti, The/
Nudge Foundation,
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BRUHAT BENGALURU MAHANAGARA PALIKE

Head Office, N.R. Square, Bengaluru-560002

PUBLIC NOTIFICATION

SAHAAYA 2.0 APPLICATION WORKFLOW DETAILS
Bruhat Bengaluru Mahanagara Palike, is pleased to introduce 'SAHAAYA 2.0' a unified grievance
application, available in Namma Bengaluru Web and Mobile Application, enabling citizens of Bengaluru
City in Getting their grievances addressed.

This SAHAAYA 2.0 application is updated with @ ,ﬁ O
'new features' and 'more user friendly’, viz., &b/ Q@ d
1. Citizens can lodge unified grievance through various modes like; 'Namma Bengaluru Mobile application'.

‘Web Portal'. 'BBMP 24/7 Call Centre - 080-22660000', 'What's App No. +91 94806 85700' and also
through Social Media like: 'Facebook’, Twitter'.

. Once the grievance is registered in SAHAAYA 2.0, the citizens will receive a message through SMS viz.,
through SAHAAYA 2.0, Web application, disclosing grievance's number, category of work, name of the
officer/official, his/her mobile number informing that, the complainant can view his complaint details.
The citizens can track his complaint status in Namma Bengaluru Portal.

. Once the unified grievance is registered, the concerned officers can identify the exact location mentioned in
the complaint, with the help of Google Map along with complainants details in the Unique Portal.

. The officer is bound with the timeline period, for each type of complaint. On his failure to attend the grievance
the unified grievance viz., complaint will have an ‘auto escalation' to the next level officer and the
consequential information will be sent to the complainant through SMS.

. The complaint viz., unified grievance would be moved to the 'long-term solution', where the funds and/ or the
time is required. SMS will be sent to the complainant that, your complaint is moved to leng-term solution',

. Once the complaint is resolved by Bruhat Bengaluru Mahanagara Palike, the complainant will receive
consequential information through SMS. The complainant can also provide feed back on the resolution.

. There is a provision to both the officers as well as the complaint to upload the photographs related to the
grievances before and after resolving.

. Citizens can register grievance relating to 'Pot-holes’, ‘Foot-paths', 'Street-Lights, 'Garbage’, etc., (related
complaints are available in'Namma Bengaluru SAHAAYA 2.0 application).

. The citizens can download ‘Namma Bengaluru App through Play Store ‘namma bengaluru'.
STAY PROTECTED FROM COVID-13, MO CARELESSNESS UNTIL THERE IS A CURE,

G H o | Bremiee B | SO Sd/- Commissioner, BBMP

Distancing Hygiono
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BBMP promises e-khata sans tears

Its new digital
records management
system, e-Aasthi,
aims to make it easy
forowners togetand
store their property
documents. Good
initiative, and make

it work, say citizens'
groups

NINA C GEORGE
TEAM METROLIFE

itha new digital records
management system, the
BBMP promises to make
it engier lor citizens to get
their property papers.

Called e-Aasehi, the system is already
operational as part of a pilot in three
wards—Shanthalanagar, Neelasandra and
Shantinagar.

It will be extended to 100 wards within
wo weeks, BBMP Commissioner N
Manjunatha Prasad told Merrolife.

Lingation is rife around property
because of fraudulent documents, and the
new system will fix the problem, he says.

“Citizens have a tough time getting
their khata and face harassment as some
BBMP officials demand bribes. This
technology will help us put an end to the
corruption,” explains Manjunatha
Prasad,

Every property holder with an Aadhaar
card can now get a digi locker in which
digital property documents can be stored,

“You can open the locker with the help
of a code given only to you. [t costs just Rs
125 to get a digitised khata with adigital
signature.”

tha certitipa,

« 25/
atha Extract

5. 100/

Hease give the changs
Office timings 19301

=

Akhata counter at the BBMP office on Sampige Road, Seshadripuram. e-Aasthi is
aimed at eliminating physical visits to BEMP offices. 0+ FHOTO BY B 1 ANARDHAY

“We will do away with physical signa-
rures by BEMP officials. The digiml signa-
ruire is linked to the Aadhaar card of the
official, so there’s no way they can chear,”
he says. This isa good move, but imple-
mentation is key, say citizens’ groups.

Dr A Ravindra, former chief secretary,
government of Karnataka, wonders how
prepared the BBMP isin terms of the
accuracy of records.

“Gerting a kiata also means that you
will have o overrule any objections and
claims on the property, and ensure that
there is no ligation trailing it,” he says

While the digital process may work in
the case of BDA properties, agricultural
Iand converted and used for housing may

pose challenges. Murali Govindarajalu,
ward committee member, Hagaduru,
Mahadevapura, says Whitefield is a neigh-
bourhood that could pose challenges.

“It remained under a village panchayat
and came into the City Municipal Council
fold only in 2000 Khatas issued by the

FEATURES OF E-AASTHI

@ Digital property recordscanba
created from the cumrent khata
database.

@ Coversall properties, including those
inherited and gifted

® [igitally signed recordsissued as
and when citizens demand them

® Digi-lockers given to property owners
tostore their docurments.

@ [asy access toloans as authenticity
of documentsis not inquestion

CMC was absorbed into the BBMP, the
papers were again not incorporated.
Digitisation of village panchayat records is
important,” be says.

Assistant revenue officers who con-
trofled village panchaynt khatas would en-
ter names in a hardbound register with an
older date and issue a khata only against
a bribe which went up to Rs 1akh fora
30x40 fit plov. Citizens have suffered badly
because of the lack of ransparency, Mura-
lisays. Ifvillage land records are brought
into the system, the issue of fake khatas
will also come to an end, he believes.

Srinivas Alavilli of Janaagraha Centre

village panchayat were notay
broughtinto CMC records. When the
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for Citizenship and Democracy and
eo-founder, Citizens for Bengaluru, says

Residents of Whitefield at a Khata Mela in Mahadevapura zone.

HOWIT IS EXPECTED TOWORK

® \ferification of documentsisnota
challenge anymore,

@ Photoof the owner printed on the
property document sono impersanation.

@ Bankscanlend confidently as fake
documents are eliminated,

& Documents can be checked quickly for
authenticity as theyare bar coded.

1125 Fee for e-khata

the issue of khata has been a problem for
decades.

“Digitisation will bring in transparency,
but government departments must work
wogether and not as independent entities,
asthey donow™

“They must link their databases so that
citizens benefit. This will eliminate ambi-
guity and make this system a success,” he
says. Leo Saldanha coordinator, Envi
ronment Support Group, says decades of
corruption in the BEMP will be wiped out
if this new system is run effectively.

“Khata is a fundamental right but the
BBMP has made it a nightmarish experi-
ence for citizens. It must be made simple,”
he says.

As street pups proliferate, volunteers look for homes

Animal lovers are i. 15 puppies, all healthy and ADOPTION DRIVE clinical psychologist and
s = e Nl vaccinated, available for Kez Klein and Divya Vinod member, says, “We used to
organising adaptmn x adoption. There are also are animal rescuers active randomly get pets neutered
camps and selling =<k senior dfogs tél tagegﬁme,” gl thdc pet ]fummuhnity: On gg?qvacci;“xated Butsince
: : 4 says co-founder Sudha unday, they are hosting an 9, we have a systematic
merchandise to raise Narayanan. adoptiondriveat The Hub,  group.”
money forstreet dogs above Safina Plaza, between “We have been giving
CVRAMAN NAGAR 1lamand 1.30 pm. “We mugs and badges to those
ANILA KURIAN GROUP conducted adriveat Urban  who donate. We use the mon-
TEAM METROLIFE Lawyer and animal lover Solace in September where ey to feed streeties and take
Dehjani Aich is planning to eightof 20 pupswereadopt-  care of their medical needs,”
nimal activists and make merchandise in time ed. This time, we have 40 she adds.
shelters are doing for Christmas. pups looking for permanent
heir bit to help “We have aclose-knitcom-  homes,”says Klein. Thetwo ~ VIRTUAL PET PARKIE
find parents for dogs, and munityin CV Raman Nagar  have asmall space of their The volunteers of Cubbon
raise money to help them tohelpdogs. Weplantosell  own forrescued pups. They  Parkis asking animal lovers
medically. e mugs and badges to raise work with foster parentstill  todonate for the care of the
From an earlier adoption drive conducted by money for the neutering, they find permanent homes.  100-odd dogs living in the
CHARLIE'S ANIMAL Kez Klein and Divya Vinod. sterilisingand care of stree-  For details, call 9845394872 park.
RESCUE CENTRE ties in our neighbourhood,”  or 98809 23309. Animal lovers can be
(CARE) people can buy calendars, Yelahanka. “There’s been she says. virtual parents, get updates
Theanimalshelterishosting  T-shirts, and hoodies. ahuge outbreak of puppies She hopes the merchan- FRAZER TOWN GROUP  ontheirdogs, and donate for
asale at Heads Up for Itisalso hosting an and the adoptions have come  dise will be picked up by Stray Matters in Richards their medical needs.
Tails, near Garuda Mall, on adoption drive on December  down drastically in the last those playing Secret Town is an active pet group For details, log on to bit.ly/
Sunday, 11am to 6 pm,where  6,11amto 3 pm, at CARE, two months. We have12to Santa. of the area. Sunita Vaznaik, Vpplorm
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Covid-19 vaccine tobe
administered in booths

PR

The government is
drafting standard
operating procedures
for election-style
vaccination booths

THERES SUDEEP
TEAM METROLIFE

engaluru is preparing
Blu administer the
coronavirus vaccine,
expected in early 2021, to
large numbers of citizens.
Many questions remain
about the vaccine and its
storage, but the government
is now drafting a standard op-
erating procedure, according
to Dr K Sudhakar, health and
medical education minister.
“Multiple vaccine candi-
dates are in different stages
of development. We don't
know who will geta licence,
as meeting scientific and
regulatory requirementsisa
must,” he told Metrodife.

Who gets it first?
Protecting the health system
and reducing deaths is the
primary goal of vaccination,
he says.

“As WHO says, frontline
workers in health care
settings, people over 65, and
people under 65 with un-
derlying conditions that put
them at higher risk are the
tiers of priority, and in that
order,” says Sudhakar,

&

E-rnn x‘.' it ] e Al
A vaccine van parked outside BBMP Dasappa Hospital near Town Hall. Preparations

are afoot for storage and distribution of Covid-19 vaccines. The hospital is one of the many

vaccine storage centres in Bengaluru,

INEACHBOOTH

Vaccination booths will be like election booths. Each booth
will have two vaccinatars, one assistant for maintaining
data and records, one assistant for logistics, and two or
three people for crowd management, according to Dr K

Sudhakar, health minister.

According to a provisional
plan for Phase 1, the central
government is looking at vac-
cinating 30 crore people (600
million doses), including one
crore healtheare workers, two
crore frontline workers, and
26 crore citizens.

Not everyone may need

P3A

avaccine, which means it
may not be mandatory. Even
the length of protection is
uncertain and a booster dose
may be required after some
time, he adds.

Election experience
Sudhakar says the vaccine

roll-out might take a year
or more.

“We will utilise the
experience of elections and
universal immunisation
programmes and ensure
people’s participation,” he
says.

The central health
ministry, in consultation
with state governments,
has already assessed the
additional requirement of
chain cold storage, he says.

He hopes a made-in-
India, safe, effective and
affordable vaccine will
soon be a reality.
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